
Course: 9th Grade General Music 

Unit Title: The Baroque and Clasical Periods 

Course Duration: 9 weeks (45 days) 

Teacher: Ms. Heist  

 

Topic Content Activities Duration Music Standards 

National (State) 

Objective(s) Assesment 

Background Review other musical 

periods such as 

Medevil and 

Renaissance that the 

students have learned 

about before.  

1. As a class create a timeline that shows 

how music has evolved up until this point 

in history.  

 

2.  Have the student’s write about cultural 

events that were taking place before the 

1700’s and how that affected the music.  

2 days MENC St. 8: 
Understanding 

relationships between 

music, the other arts and 

disciplines outside the 

arts. (9.2) 

 

MENC St. 9: 
Understanding music in 

relation to history and 

culture. (9.2) 

Students will be able to list 

important events in music before the 

1700’s.  

 

Students will be able to relate 

significant events in the world to 

music history and by writing an 

essay articulate how these events 

affected the music of that time.  

Informal: Student 

contribution to creating the 

time line. Are students able 

to name important musical 

events that happened before 

the 1700’s? 

 

Formal:  
Essay (Use a rubric to grade) 

 

Baroque 

Period 

General overview of 

the time period and 

what is going on 

historically during 

this time.  

 

General style of the 

Baroque period.  

 

1. Cooperative group activity: In small 

groups have the student’s list major 

events during this time period.  

 

2. As a class creat a KWL chart aout the 

Baroque period and post it in the class 

throughout the unit.   

 

3. To introduce Baroque style play 

excerpts of Baroque compositions and 

have the students list what they hear that 

is similar between all the excerpts.  

 

4. Have the students do a webquest to 

find 3 Baroque composers and list 3 facts 

about each.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 days MENC St. 6: Listening 

to, analyzing, and 

describing music. (9.3, 

9.4) 

 

MENC St. 9: 

Understanding music in 

relation to history and 

culture.  

Students will be able to identify 

major events that were taking place 

during the Baroque period. 

 

Students will be able to identify at 

least 5 characteristics of Baroque 

music.  

 

Students will be able to list at least 3 

Baroque composers and 3 facts 

about each.  

Informal: 

Group responses of what 

events were taking place 

during this period. 

 

Student responses of what 

they hear when listening to 

Baroque music excerpts. 

 

Webquest: Did students stay 

on task? Were they able to 

find correct Baroque 

composers? 

 

Formal: 

Quiz on Baroque style  



Vivaldi Overview of 

Vivaldi’s life.  

 

Vivaldi’s style 

 

The Four Seasons-  

especially Spring 

1. Using PowerPoint give a short 

background on Vivaldi’s life and style. 

 

2. Divide class into 4 groups and have 

them do a presentation on one of the Four 

Seasons.  

 

3. Play Spring and have the students 

follow along with the poetry. As listening 

have the students draw what the music 

makes them think of.  

 

4. Play and excerpt from one of the other 

Seasons and have the students create a 

compare and contrast chart between that 

excerpt and Spring.  

4 days MENC St. 6: Listening 

to, analyzing, and 

describing music (9.3, 9.4) 

 

MENC St. 7: Evaluating 

music and music 

performances (9.3, 9.4) 

The students will be able to identify 

major events inVivaldi’s life and his 

style.  

 

The student’s will be able to 

compare and contrast Vivaldi’s 

music.  

 

 

Informal: Student drawings. 

 

Answers to compare and 

contrast chart. 

 

Formal:  

Group presentation on their 

assigned season (rubric).  

Handel Background on 

Handel’s Life 

 

Hallelujah Chorus 

 

Hornpipe from Water 

Music 

1. Lecture on Handel’s life. Relate his life 

to the time period and also the art of the 

time.  

 

2. Talk about Handel’s Messiah  

 

3. Have the students listen to Hallelujah 

Chorus while looking at a listening map 

 

4. Listen to Hallelujah Chorus again and 

have student’s idenitfy change in 

dynamics, voicing, and instrumentation.  

 

5. Have the students listen to Hornpipe 

from Water Music while looking at a 

listening map.  

 

5. Listen to Hornpipe again and as a class 

determine the form of the piece 

(ABABAB) 

 

6. Divide the class into 2 groups (A, B) 

and have them create an ostinato pattern 

on percussion instruments to do when 

they hear their section.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 days MENC St. 2: Performing 

on instruments, alone and 

with others, a varied 

repertoire of music. (9.1)  

 

MENC St. 3: Improvising 

melodis, variations, and 

accompaniments. (9.1) 

 

MENC St. 6: Listening 

to, analyzing, and 

describing music. (9.3, 

9.4) 

 

MENC St. 8: 

Understanding 

relationships between 

music, the other arts, and 

disciplines outside the 

arts. (9.2) 

 

MENC St. 9: 

Undertanding music in 

relation to history and 

culture. (9.2) 

The student’s will be able to 

identify major events in Handel’s 

life.  

 

The students will be able to visually 

show with cards changes in 

dynamics, voicing, and 

instrumentation.  

 

The students will be able to 

determine the form of Hornpipe by 

listening and hearing what makes 

the sections different.  

 

The students will be able to create 

simple ostinato patterns to 

accompany either the A or B section 

of Hornpipe.  

Informal:  

Ask students what they know 

about Handel . Throughout 

the presentation ask students 

questions to check for 

understanding.  

 

Are student’s able to follow 

the listening map while 

listening to Hallelujah 

Chorus, and Hornpipe? 

 

Do the students correctly 

show changes in dynamics, 

voicing, and 

instrumentation? 

 

Are the students able to 

create and ostinato? 

 

Can the student’s distinguish 

between the A and B section 

by playing their ostinato at 

the correct time? 

 

Formal: 

Quiz on Handel’s life, The 

Messiah, Hallelujah Chorus, 

and Water Music.  

 

 



Classical 

Period 

Main musical and 

political events 

during the classical 

period.  

 

Differences between 

the Baroque and 

Classical periods.  

 

1. Lecture on the classical period and 

events that affected the music during that 

time. 

 

2. Create a KWL chart for the Classical 

period.  

 

3. Have the students create a timeline of 

the classical time period including major 

political events, main composers and their 

compositions. Give the students one day 

at the computer lab to help complete the 

project.  

 

4. As a class list similarities and 

differences from the Baroque and 

Classical periods (focus on mainly 

historical events) 

 

5. Play both a Baroque and Classical 

composition and have the students create 

a Ven Diagram listing the similarities and 

differences in style that they hear.  

 

4 days  MENC St. 6: Listening 

to, analyzing, and 

describing music. (9.3, 

9.4) 

 

MENC St. 7: Evaluating 

music and music 

performances. (9.3, 9.4) 

 

MENC St. 8: 

Understanding 

relationships between 

music, the other arts, and 

disciplines outside the 

arts. (9.2) 

 

MENC St. 9: 

Undertanding music in 

relation to history and 

culture. (9.2) 

The students will be able to visually 

show the major events both 

poltically and musically that took 

place during the classical period. 

 

The students will be ale to list 

historical similarities and 

differences between the Baroque 

and Classical periods 

 

The students will be able to create a 

Venn Diagram showing stylistic 

differences between a Baroque and 

Classical composition.  

Informal:  
Student reponses to 

similarities and differences 

between the Baroque and 

Classical periods.  

 

Look at students Ven 

Diagrams and check to see if 

the similarities and 

differences make sense in 

regards to the excerpts that 

were played. 

 

Formal: 

Classical period timeline 

(rubric)  

Haydn  Overview of Haydn’s 

life 

 

Haydn’s style 

 

Symphony No. 94 

(Surprise Symphony) 

 

String Quartet Op. 33 

(The Joke) 

 

 

1. Each student finds information on 

Haydn’s life and style and creates a poster 

and shares it with the class.  

 

2. Using PowerPoint talk about Haydn’s 

style and how he incorporates humor into 

his music.  

 

3. Have the student’s listen to Haydn’s 

Surprise symphony movemement 2 

specifically listening for the suprises. As 

a class have the students share what they 

think the suprises are.  

 

4. Listen to The joke and have the 

student’s share why they think the piece 

is callled the joke. 

  

5. Have the students individually 

compose a 16 bar piece for either 

percussion or orff instruments and include 

humor somehow. Then have the students 

share them with the class.  

 

 

 

 

6 days MENC St. 4: Composing, 

and arranging music 

within specified 

guidelines. (9.1) 

 

MENC St. 5: Reading 

and notating music. (9.1) 

 

MENC St. 6: Listening to 

analyzing, and describing 

music. (9.3) 

 

 

The students will be able to visually 

and orally share with the class facts 

about Haydn’s life and musical 

style.  

 

The students will be able to identify 

how Haydn incorporates humor into 

his music and give specific 

examples.  

 

The student will be able to create a 

16 bar composition for percussion 

or orff instruments that incoporates 

humor in someway given specific 

guidelines.  

Informal: 

Student’s answers to what 

the Surprise is in Symphony 

No. 94 Movement 2 and why 

String Quartet Op. 33 is 

called the joke.  

 

Formal: 

Poster and presentation on 

Haydn’s life (rubric)  

 

Student composition that 

incorporates humor in 

someway (rubric) 



Mozart  Overview of Mozart’s 

life 

 

Mozart’s style 

 

Eine Kleine Nacht 

Musik 

1. Lecture on Mozart’s life and his style. 

 

2. Give background to Eine Kleine Nacht 

Musik and have the students listen to it. 

While listening have the students try to 

distinguish the form (ABA) 

 

3. To help the students learn the A section 

of the piece put words to it and have the 

students sing it.  

 

4. Listen to the piece again and have the 

student’s list charactersitics of both the A 

and B section. Then have a class 

discussion on what distinguishes the two 

apart from each other.  

 

5. Watch the movie Amadeus and have 

the students fill out a worksheet, which 

will help guide them in watching the 

movie.  

8 days MENC St. 1: Singing, 

alone and with others, a 

varied repertiore of muisc. 

(9,1) 

 

MENC St. 6: Listening 

to, analyzing, and 

describing music. (9.3, 

9.4) 

 

MENC St. 9: 

Understanding music in 

relation to history and 

culture. (9.2) 

The students will be able to 

distinguish the difference between 

the A and B section of Eine Kleine 

Nacht Musik and write down 

characteristics of both sections. 

 

The students will be able to sing the 

A section of Eine Kleine Nacht 

Musik with words. 

 

The students will be able to identify 

major events in Mozart’s life after 

watching the movie Amadeus.  

Informal:  

Are the student’s able to sing 

the A section of the piece? 

 

Student responses to 

similarities and differences 

between the A and B 

sections. 

 

Can the students identify the 

A and B sections when 

listening to the piece? 

 

Formal: 

Worksheet from watching 

the movie (graded for correct 

answers and also 

completedness).  

Beethoven Overview of 

Beethoven’s life 

 

Beethoven’s style 

 

Beethoven’s 5th 

Symphony  

1. Lecture on Beethoven’s life and style. 

Spend time talking about his deafness, 

how he dealt with it, and how he still 

managed to compose despite that 

handicap.  

 

2. Have the students write a short essay 

on how they would feel if they were a 

composer and went deaf and how they 

would cope with it. 

 

3. Introduce the students to the concept of 

a symphony and how it is structured.  

 

4. As a class draw a diagram of the 

structure of a symphony including usual 

characteristics of each movement 

 

5. Introduce the student’s to the main 

motive in the 1st movement. 

 

6. Give the students a copy of the score 

and as they are listening have them try to 

find each time they hear the motive and 

circle. 

 

7. Play all 4 movements of the symphony 

and have the students raise their hand 

anytime they hear the motive from the 

first movement. 

 

5 days  MENC St. 5: Reading 

and notating music. (9.1) 

 

MENC St. 6: Listening 

to, analyzing, and 

descriing music. (9.3, 9.4) 

 

MENC St. 7: Evaluating 

music and music 

performances. (9.3, 9.4) 

The students will be able to react to 

a situation and express there 

opinion. 

 

The student’s will be able to 

identify the parts/movements of a 

traditional symphony.  

 

The student’s will be able to 

identify and recognize the main 

motive of Beethoven’s 5th sympony 

1st movement. 

 

The students will be able to 

compare and contrast all 4 

movments of Beethoven’s 5th 

symphony.  

Informal: 

Student answers and 

contriutions to class 

diagrams of the form of a 

symphony. 

 

Were the students able to 

circle where the main motive 

is found in the 1st 

movement? 

Answers to comparing and 

contrasting the 4 movements. 

 

Formal: 

Essay (rubric) 

 

Quiz on Beethoven’s life and 

the structure of a symphony.  



8. Have students compare and contrast the 

4 movements. What do they hear that is 

similar between each movement? What is 

a defining characteristic of each 

movement? 

 

 

Culminating 

Project  

Reviewing both the 

Baroque and 

Classical periods 

1. Finish the KWL charts for both the 

Baroque and Classical periods. Add what 

the students learned to both charts. 

 

2. Final Project: Students must research a 

Baroque or Classical 

composer/composition that we did not 

talk about in class or research a composer 

we did in class, but a different 

compostion that we didn’t talk about.  

 

3. Students can choose to make a 

Powerpoint, poster, or do a skit.  

 

4. Short Final test covering both the 

Baroque and Classical time periods.  

8 days   The students will be able to 

indentify what they learned about 

the Baroque and Classical time 

periods by studying this unit.  

 

The students will be able to conduct 

reasearch and do a presentation on a 

Baroque or Classical 

composer/compostion.  

Informal:  

Student answers as to what 

they learned (KWL chart) 

 

Formal: 

Research/ Presentation 

(rubric) 

 

Final test 

 


