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 I am imagining that my class has a student that cannot read. 

Topic Content Activities National/State 
Standards 

Technology Cross-
Curricular 

Application 

Special needs 
adaptations/accommodations 

Beginning 
(Introduction) 

 Classroom rules 

 Classroom 
procedures 

 General 
introduction to 
the course 

1. As a class      
determine the 
classroom rules and 
consequences and 
post them so they 
are clearly visible in 
the classroom. 

2. Go over the main 
concepts that will be 
covered in the class 
and what is 
expected of the 
students. Give the 
students a pre-unit 
assessment to see 
what they know. 
(not graded) 

Not applicable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

None needed Not applicable  When creating the 
classroom rules also 
include pictures so the 
student can be reminded 
of the classroom rules. 

 Give the pre-unit 
assessment to the student 
orally.  

Ancient   Background on 
ancient Greece 
and Roman life 
and important 
figures such as 
Plato and 

1. Class lecture with 
PowerPoint 
presentation. 
Discuss background 
information and 
highlight main 

Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music 
(PA 9.3,9.4). 
-Understanding 
relationships 

 
-Projector 
PowerPoint 
-Pictures  
from internet 
-Sample 

- History 
-Mathematics  

 Include pictures on 
the PowerPoint 
presentation and 
make sure to cover 
everything verbally 
that is written on the 



Aristotle. 

 Importance of 
vocal music over 
instrumental 
music. 

  What music 
was used for 
and how and 
where it was 
performed.  

 Importance of 
music related to 
numbers and 
the planets.  

 Musical 
instruments 
from ancient 
times.  

points from the 
Ancient time period.  

2. Lecture on musical 
instruments and 
what God they were 
used to worship. 
Show pictures from 
Internet. 

3. Memory matching 
review game. 

 Match 
instrument to 
what God it was 
used to worship.  

4. Discuss how music 
was used for 
dancing and 
entertainment. 

 Play a sample 
piece of music 
from time 
period.  

5. Talk about 
Pythagoras and how 
he felt music related 
to numbers and 
astronomy. 

6. Jeopardy review 
game on 
PowerPoint 

7. Unit Assessment: 

 10 multiple 
choice and one 
short answer 

between music, 
the other arts, 
and disciplines 
outside the arts 
(PA 9.2). 
-Understanding 
music in relation 
to history and 
culture (PA 9.2) 

piece of 
music from 
either a CD 
or the 
internet 
-CD Player 

screen. 

 For the matching 
game make sure it is 
all pictures and no 
words. If there are 
words read them to 
the student.  

 For the Jeopardy 
review game read 
everything out loud. 

 For the written 
assessment have the 
student complete the 
assessment orally.  



question quiz.  

Medieval  Formation of 
early church 
(Edict of Milan) 

 Vocal chants 
and monastic 
life 

 Medieval 
Instruments 

 Music for 
entertainment 
and dancing 

 Early versus late 
medieval music 

1. Lecture with 
PowerPoint to 
introduce the time 
period and the 
formation of the 
early church. 

2. Briefly discuss 
monastic life by 
showing a chart of 
their daily schedule. 
Play a sample chant 
that the monks may 
have sang during 
their services.  

3. Play for the students 
examples of dance 
music from the 
middle Ages. 
      - teach the 
students a dance 
from the middle 
ages. 

4. Show pictures of 
medieval musical 
instruments. In 
small groups have 
the students create 
a chart comparing 
and contrasting 
ancient versus 
medieval 
instruments.  

5. Play an example of 

-Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music 
(PA 9.3, 9.4). 
-Evaluating music 
and music 
performances 
(PA 9.3, 9.4). 
-Understanding 
music in relation 
to history and 
culture (PA 9.2).  

-PowerPoint 
-Chart of 
Monastic Life 
-CD of 
medieval 
music 
-CD Player  
-Computers 
available for 
students to 
do research 
for 
presentation.  
 

- History  Pictures on 
PowerPoint and read 
off the words that are 
on the presentation.  

 When showing 
monastic life chart 
explain it verbally. 

 When creating the 
compare and contrast 
chart in groups make 
sure the group that 
the child who can’t 
read is in discusses 
everything verbally. 

 Help student to do 
research if necessary. 
Read research to the 
student if necessary.  



early and late 
medieval music and 
talk about what is 
the same and what 
is different. 

6. Create some 
medieval 
instruments using 
simple and 
inexpensive 
materials. 

7. Unit Assessment: 
Have students pick a 
medieval 
instrument and do a 
5 minute 
presentation to the 
class about the 
instrument. Grade 
the presentation 
with a rubric.  

Renaissance  Discuss popular 
artists, sculptors 
and their works 

 Printing press 
and it 
contributions to 
music 

 Counter-
reformation and 
its effects on 
music 

 Rise of 
instrumental 

1. Using PowerPoint 
introduce the 
students to popular 
artists of the day 
and their paintings. 
Familiarize the 
students with the 
Renaissance style. 

2. Have students use 
the internet to find 
out about 
Guttenberg, the 
printing press, and 

-Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music 
(PA 9.3, 9.4). 
-Evaluating music 
and music 
performances 
(PA 9.3, 9.4). 
Understanding 
music in relation 
to history and 
culture (PA 9.2). 

-PowerPoint 
-Computers 
-Pictures 
from internet  
-CD of 
Renaissance 
music 
-CD player 

-History  Use pictures on 
PowerPoint and read 
everything that is written 
on the slides. 

 Have the teacher and 
other students help the 
student do research. Read 
to the student the 
research. 

 If research assignments 
are too challenging give a 
separate assignment.  



music 

 Renaissance 
music in 
different 
countries such 
as France, Italy, 
England, Spain 
and Germany 

its effect on music. 
Have students write 
out 10 facts the 
found. Show 
students some 
music notation from 
this time period.  

3. Discuss the effect 
the counter-
reformation had on 
music. As a class 
compare and 
contrast Martin 
Luther’s and John 
Calvin’s view of 
music in the church. 

4. Talk about how 
instrumental music 
is becoming more 
prominent. Show 
pictures of 
instruments from 
the time and talked 
about how they 
were categorized.  

5. Play examples of 
music from different 
countries. As a class 
have the students 
brainstorm what 
they hear that is the 
same and what is 
different between 
each country.  



6. Unit assessment: In 
small groups assign 
each group a 
country and have 
the student’s 
research what the 
music was like in the 
Renaissance period. 

7. Have the students 
present their 
projects. Grade 
them both as a 
group and their 
individual 
contribution using a 
rubric.  

Baroque  Introduce 
important 
artists, 
philosophers, 
and scientists 
from the 
Baroque period 

 Introduce the 
students to 
Opera 

 Importance of 
Instrumental 
music 

 Important 
composers such 
as Bach, Vivaldi, 
Handel and 
Haydn 

1. Using PowerPoint 
introduce the 
Baroque era to the 
students by showing 
prominent artists, 
paintings, 
philosophers, and 
scientists, 

2. Play for the students 
a famous opera and 
talk about famous 
opera composers 
such as Monteverdi. 
Have the students 
brainstorm what 
makes opera 
different.  

3. Using a chart show 

-Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music 
(PA 9.3, 9.4). 
-Understanding 
relationships 
between music, 
the other arts, 
and disciplines 
outside the arts 
(PA 9.2). 
-Understanding 
music in relation 
to history and 
culture (PA 9.2). 

-PowerPoint 
-Computers 
-Pictures 
from internet 
-Recording of 
Hallelujah 
Chorus 
-CD Player 

-History 
-Science 
(discussed 
important 
scientists of 
the Baroque 
period) 

 Have pictures on 
PowerPoint and read the 
slides. 

 Verbally explain the chart 
on the development of 
instrumental music.  

 Have pictures not words 
for the matching game. 

 Have the student work 
with someone for the 
internet quest. Or have a 
verbal means of 
assessment that is 
assessing the same skills.  

 Give the end of the unit 
assessment orally.  



 Hallelujah 
Chorus 

student how 
instrumental music 
has developed and 
has become just a 
prominent as vocal 
music.  

4. Use a matching 
game to teach them 
about the main 
composers of the 
Baroque era.  

5. Play for the students 
a famous Baroque 
composition such as 
the Hallelujah 
Chorus and briefly 
explain the piece. 

6. Unit assessment: 
Internet quest 
where students 
must research 
Baroque composers 
and fill out a 
worksheet.  

7. End of unit 
assessment (not 
graded). Give same 
assessment as in the 
beginning to see 
how much the 
students have 
learned.  

 


