
5th Grade General Music: Duke Ellington 

I. Topic 

 Long term goal: Being able to identify key facts aout Duke Ellington’s life 

 Concepts: jazz music 

 Vocabulary: jazz, ragtime  

II. Objectives/Standards 

 TSWBAT indentify the main facts of Duke Ellington’s life, by filling in a worksheet while listening 
to a book about his life.  

MENC National Muisc Standards 

 6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music (PA 9.3, 9.4) 

 8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts 
 (PA 9.2) 

 9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture (PA 9.2) 

III. Teaching Procedures 

 1. Introduce Duke Ellington to the students and give them a short background on who he was 
 and why he was important.  

 2. Play an example of some of Duke Ellington’s music so they can hear what it sounds like. 

 3. Pass out the Duke Ellington worksheets to the students 

 4. Explain the worksheet to the students and tell them that as they listen to the book they need 
 to fill in the blanks using the wordbank at the top of the worksheet.   

 5. Play the book and hold the book up so that the students can see the pictures.  

 6. Review the answers by going around the room and having the students tell me which word 
 goes in each blank.  

 7.  Pass out student folders and have them put the worksheet in their folder. Then collect the 
 folders. 

IV. Materials 

 CD Player 

 Duke Ellington CD 

 Listening Guide Worksheet 

 Duke Ellington Packet 

 Information sheets on Duke Ellington 

 Pencils 

 

March 15th   

1-3       

5 min. 

4-5            

10 min. 

6-7            

5 min.  



V. Adaptations:  

 I am not aware of any special needs in the class that need adaptations 
 

VI. Evaluations 

1. Student Evaluations 

 Was the lesson engaiging for the students? 

 Were the students able to correctly and completely fill in the listening guide while 

listening to the CD? 

2. Teacher Evaluations 

 If I were to teach this lesson again what would I keep the same? What would I do 

differently? 

 What may not have went as well as I would have liked and what could I do to make it go 

more smoothly the next time I teach the lesson? 

 How I could I make this lesson even more interactive for the students? 

 

 


