
Handel- Day 2 of 4 

I. Topic: 

 Long Term goal: Attentively listen to piece of music from the Baroque period and follow along 

with a listening map. Understand the history of the Messiah and especially the Hallelujah 

Chorus.  

 Concepts: listening, idenitfying texture and dynamics  

 Vocaulary: Oratorio, texture, voicing, instrumentation 

 

II. Objectives/Standards 

 Individually the students will be able to follow along while listening to Hallelujah Chorus with 

the help of a listening map as a guide to the teacher’s satisfaction as measured by informal 

assesment.  

 The students will be able to show visually with cards, changes in dynamics, voicing, and 

instrumentation to the teacher’s satisfaction as measured by informal assesment.  

 

MENC National Music Standards 

 6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music (PA 9.3, 9.4)      

 9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture (PA 9.2) 

 

III. Teaching Procedures 

1. Anticpatory Set: Play video clip of monks singing Hallelujah chorus with signs for the students. 

After the clip ask the students how many of them have either heard the piece or have sang it 

before.  

2. Development: 

a. Give the students a copy of the story of the Messiah and Hallelujah chorus. Use this to lead 

discussion on the background of the Messiah and how it is structured. Include some facts such 

as why everyone stands up when they hear the Hallelujah chorus.  

b. Play the Hallelujah Chorus and have the students follow along with a listening map.  

c. After listening discuss the different sections and how the piece is structured 

d. Talk about voicing and instrumentation and how sometime you hear just men, just women, 

and sometimes both. Do the same with instrumentation (only strings, only brass, both) 

e. Give the students cards that say loud, soft, women, men, strings, brass.  

f. Play the piece again and as the students are listening have them hold up the cards that apply. 

The teacher should model this to help the students understand what to do.  

3. Assesment: 

5 min. 

a. 5 min 

b-c. 10 min 

d-f. 15 min 



 Informal: While the students are listening to Hallelujah Chorus and following along with 

the listening map the teacher will walk around and make sure the students are able to 

follow along and understand what is going on in the music.  

 Informal: As the student’s are holding up the cards when listening to the piece a second 

time the teacher will look to make sure that all the students are holding up the correct 

cards and understand why that card should be held up.  

4. Closure: Review the structure of the Messiah and the background behind Hallelujah Chorus by 

asking the students questions.  

IV. Materials: 

 CD with Hallelujah Chorus 

 Handouts with the story of Hallelujah Chorus (Classic Tunes and Tales pg. 117) 

 Listening maps for each student (The Composers’ Specials Teacher’s Guide pg. 35) 

 Loud, soft, women, men, strings, brass cards for each student 

V. Adaptions/Accomodations:  

 I am not aware of any special need students in the class that require any adaptations or 

accomodations. 

VI. Evaluation: 

1. Student Evaluations 

 Were the student’s able to follow along with the listening map? 

 Were the student’s able to hold up the correct cards to represent what they were 

hearing? 

 Were the student’s engaged throughout the lesson?  

 

2.  Teacher Evaluations 

 If I were to teach this lesson again what would I keep the same? What would I do 

differently? 

 What may not have went as well as I would have liked and what could I do to make it go 

more smoothly the next time I teach the lesson? 

 How I could I make this lesson even more interactive for the students? 

 

5 min 


