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Haunted Halloween 

I. Topic 

 Long term goal/big idea: Adding melodic and rhythmic instruments to accompany songs and 

create ostinatos. Being able to keep a steady beat to a song.  

 Concepts: melody, rhythm, texture 

 Vocabulary: texture, improvisation, rhythm, steady beat, 

 

II. Objectives/Standards 

 TSWBAT sing a song while keeping a steady beat on a rhythm instrument.  

 TSWBAT play ostinatos and accompaniments on melodic instruments such as xylophones.  

 TSWBAT improvise short rhythmic phrases on a rhythm instrument.  

 TSWBAT improvise movements to a steady beat.  

MENC National Music Standards 

1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. (PA 9.1) 

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. (PA 9.1) 

3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. (PA 9.1)  

 

III. Teaching Procedures 

1. Anticipatory Set: Ask the students how many of them have ever gone trick or treating or 

how many are planning on going. Have a few of the students share what they are dressing 

up as this year or have dressed up as in the past.   

2. Development:  

a. Start by having the students listen while the teacher sings the song They’re out of 

Sight.  

b. Then sing the song by phrases and have the students repeat them back to you.  

c. Have the students sing the entire song a few times until they feel confident with it. 

d. Play the introduction to the song on the piano and have the students move around 

to the beat like ghost and goblins. Then when the voices come in have them stand 

still and do the directions the song says to do like clap, and snap. 

e.   Introduce the song Halloween Night by singing the refrain for the students. 

1 min. 

10 min  

(a-d).  



f. Teach the students the refrain by having them sing it back to you.  

g. Assign students to various instruments (Bass xylophone, alto metallophone, alto 

xylophone, and soprano metallophone). Tell the students that if they weren’t 

assigned an instrument they will get to sing and be the ghosts, goblins, witches etc 

in the song.  

h. Teach each instrument their part one at a time by starting with the bass xylophone 

part and working up to the soprano metallophone part. (To make it easier for the 

students and faster to teach take off the bars that the students don’t need to use) 

i. After the students are able to put all the parts together explain to the students that 

you will sing the verse and that while you are counting to eight they can move like 

whatever character the verse says, but when you stop counting they must stop 

moving.  

j. Repeat the song using different characters such as witches, goblins, skeletons, etc.  

k. Introduce the song Halloween is a Very Unusual night by playing a recording of it 

and have the students listen to it.  

l. Give all of the students a rhythm instrument such as a drum or rhythm sticks.  

m. Divide the students into five groups to go with the different characters( ghosts, 

goblins, skeletons, monsters, and witches) 

n. During the verse have the students keep a steady beat on their rhythm instrument.  

o. For the refrain explain to the student that after their character is said that they can 

improvise a four beat rhythm. They just have to be done before the recording 

comes in with the next character.  

 

3. Assessment:  

 Informal Assessment: As the students are singing the different songs watch to make 

sure that they students are keeping a steady beat, singing the correct pitches, and 

playing the right notes on the melodic instruments. All of the assessment will take 

place throughout the duration of the lesson.  

 

4. Closure: 

 Review with the students what was accomplished from the lesson and what main 

ideas they can take from it. Have more students (students that have not shared yet) 

share what they are going to be for Halloween or what they have been in past years.  

IV. Materials 

 Piano( to give pitches or play parts if needed) 

 Orff Instruments( bass xylophone, alto metallophone, alto xylophone, soprano 

metallophone)  

 Rhythm instruments such as hand drums, drums, tambourines, and rhythm sticks.  

 Orchestrations for Orff Instruments Grade 3 (p. 28-34) 

  Silver Burdett Making Music Grade 3 (p. 372-373) 

12 min. (e-j) 

6 min. (k-o) 

1 min.  



 Silver Burdett Making Music CD to go with the song Halloween is a very Unusual 

Night. (CD 12-1) 

V. Adaptations/Modifications/Accommodations 

 There is one student in the class that has a learning disability. 

 For the song They’re out of Sight I would not expect this student to sing an do all of the 

motions/directions. I would allow that student to do only one or the other so that they 

only have one thing to worry about. 

 For the Song Halloween Night I would have the student play only one note instead of 

multiple notes. If the student was one of the characters moving around the room I 

would help them so they know exactly where they are supposed to stop.  

 For the song Halloween is a Very Unusual Night instead of allowing the student to 

improvise a rhythm which might be too overwhelming I would give them a specific 

rhythm or specific guidelines. I would also probably be near that student so that I can 

cue them when they are supposed to play their rhythm.  

VI. Evaluation 

1. Student Evaluations 

 Did all of the students actively participate in singing the songs and doing the 

movements?  

 Were the students able to keep a steady beat? 

 Were the students able to improvise movements and a rhythm? 

 Were the students successfully able to keep multiple accompaniment pats going at 

the same time? 

2. Teacher evaluations 

 If I were to teach this lesson again what would I keep the same? What would I 

change? 

 How could I simplify this lesson to make it easier for younger students? 

 How could I teach this same lesson for only a fifteen minute class period? 

 After teaching this lesson what didn’t go as well as I would have liked and how can I 

make sure that it goes better next time?  

 

 

 

 

 


