
General Music: Instruments of the Orchestra and Instrument Families 

I. Topic 

 Long term goal: Being able to indentify and instrument and what family in belongs in by sight 

 Concepts: instruments, orchestra, instrument families 

 Vocabulary: orchestra, instruments, woodwind, brass, percussion, strings, reed, mouthpiece, 
vibration 

II. Objectives/Standards 

 TSWBAT understand how sounds are created.  

 TSWBAT understand how instruments are classified and why. 

 TSWBAT correctly indentify which instrument belongs in each family and why.  

 TSWBAT correctly identify where each instrument sits in the standard orchestral setting.  

MENC National Muisc Standards 

 6. Listening to, analyzing, and desciring music (9.3, 9.4) 

 7. Evaluating music and music performances (9.3, 9.4) 

 8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts 
 (9.2) 

 9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture (9.2) 

III. Teaching Procedures 

 1. Collect take home-exams 

 2. Introduce topic of instruments of the orchestra and what we are going to be studying this unit 

 3. Using topic 13 on page ten in their note packet discuss how the instruments are grouped into 
 families and how instruments make sound (vibration) 

 4. Introduce each of the instrument families and discuss why the instruments fall into that 
 category (for example brass buzz on a mouthpiece, woodwinds have lots of keys and use reeds 
 etc.) 

 Show moutpieces and how they get bigger for the lower brass instruments 

 Demonstrate the different mouthpieces so the students can hear the difference in 
sound 

 Show reeds and explain how they get larger and thicker as the instrument gets bigger 

 5. Use the instruments on the back bulletin board and the instrument posters to show examples 
 of the different instruments in each family 

 6. Using the last page in the note packet teach where each instrument sits in the standard 
 orchestral setting 

 Have the students guess why they think each instrument sits where it does 



 Explain that sometimes this seating changes depending on the need of the music and 
individual orchestra 

 Use poster picture to help explain this 

 7. Assign Homework #11-Crossword puzzle on instument families 

IV. Materials 

 SmartBoard 

 Note Packet 

 Homework Packet 

 Pictures of instruments 

V. Adaptations:  

 There is one special education student in the class, but the only adaptation she needs is extra 
monitoring on her homework assignments. You also have to adapt her exams and allow her 
more time to complete them.  

VI. Evaluations 

1. Student Evaluations 

 Was the lesson engaging for the students? 

 Were the students able to understand the concept of how instruments are divided into 

families? 

 Were the students able to understand why the instruments are arranged how they are 

in the orchestra? 

      2. Teacher Evaluations 

 If I were to teach this lesson again what would I keep the same? What would I do 

differently? 

 What may not have went as well as I would have liked and what could I do to make it go 

more smoothly the next time I teach the lesson? 

 How I could I make this lesson even more interactive for the students? 

 

 

 


