
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Musical Brainstorming  

Directions: List any musicals that you have ever seen, heard the music to, or know of 

 

1. _________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________ 

4. _________________________________________ 

5. _________________________________________ 

6. _________________________________________ 

7. _________________________________________ 

8. _________________________________________ 

9. _________________________________________ 

10. _________________________________________ 

11. _________________________________________ 

12. _________________________________________ 

13. _________________________________________ 

14. _________________________________________ 

15. _________________________________________ 

16. _________________________________________ 

17. _________________________________________ 

18. _________________________________________ 

19. _________________________________________ 

20. _________________________________________ 

 



Components of a Musical 

Definition: A musical is a:  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Components of a Musical  

1. A storyline- almost all musicals tell some type of story 

2. Emotions- musicals reach the audience memebers through a variety of emotions such 

as: _______________________, __________________, __________________, 

_______________, __________________,  

3. Music-musicals contain a variety of music such as _______________, 

________________, ___________________, _____________________,  

4. Lyrics- the words to the songs 

5. Choreography- dancing 

6. Scenery- all musicals require props and set design  

7. Directors- musicals take a lot of time and work and require many different people  

8. Costumes- in order to make the musical come alive on the stage creative and eye-

catching costumes are necessary 

9. Actors- most musical directors are looking for people with the 

“___________________________”- or the ability to act, sing and dance 

 

 



History of Musicals 

 The art of storytelling with the use of music started back with the 

Ancient________________ 

 The ______________ elaborated on what the Greeks started by adding dances to the 

music 

 In the Middle Ages travelling actors musical troupes became common 

 During the Reanaissance actors began ___________________ instead of following a 

strict  

 In the 1700’s the 2 most common forms of musical theater were 

_______________________ and _________________________________ 

 

Opera versus Musicals 

 Musicals have a greater focus on spoken dialouge whereas operas are usually ____________ 

 Musicals usually have more emphais on dancing then operas do 

 Musicals are usually sung in the language of its __________________. Operas are sung in the 

language they were originally written in no matter the language of the audience. 

 Opera singers are primarily expert ________________ and not considered a triple threat like 

musical performers 

 

 

 

 



History of Broadway 

1. 1900-1918: _____________________________________________ 

i. Broadway was just beginning to develop as a cultural center in New York 

ii. Relationship between audience and actors were motsly cordial and informal 

iii. Before_________ Broadway didn’t deal with social issues in its  plays 

iv. In 1904 Long Acre Square is renamed________________________________ 

2. The Roaring Twenties 

i. During the 1920’s Broadway reached its prime 

ii. In less than ten years the number of Broadway productions increased by 

_______ 

iii. Broadway was bursting with energy and enterprise 

3. The 1930’s: ______________________________________________________________ 

i. During the 1930’s the number of Broadway productions decreased dramatically 

ii. The depression inspired ___________________________ and 

___________________ 

4. The 1940’s 

i. Broadway began to loose its orginality  

ii. Began to face competition from____________________ and _______________ 

5. The 1950’-1970’s  

i. Still depressed an affected by the politics of the time 

ii. Many memorable musicals emerged during this time period 

6. Broadway Today 

i. Still shows running today 

ii. Some shows run for multiple years at a time 



Common Terms Used in Musicals  

1. Liberetto- the script/dialogue of the musical 

2. Lyrics- the words to the songs in the musical 

3. Overture- opening piece of the musical played by the orchestra 

4. Encore- the unplanned repetition of a musical number because of the audience’s 

enthusiastic response 

5. Pit Orchestra- a small orchestra that provides the music and usally they are not seen 

6. Reprise- the return to an earlier musical number later in the show 

7. Standing Ovation- a form of applause where members of a seated audience stand up while 

applauding 

 

Audience Etiquette 

1. Arrive to the theater on time 

2. Turn off all _______________________ 

3. Don’t speak during the performance 

4. Remain in your seat during then entire performance 

5. Don’t applaud between ___________of a piece 

6. Don’t bring food and drink into the theater  

 

 

 

 



15 Most Popular Broadway Musicals 

1. Show Boat- December 1927 

2. Porgy and Bess- October 1935 

3. Oklahoma- March 1943 

4. Kiss Me, Kate- December 1948 

5. Guys and Dolls- November 1950 

6. West Side Story- September 1957 

7. Cabaret- November 1966 

8. Hair- April 1968 

9. Company- April 1970 

10. A Chorus Line- July 1975 

11. 42nd Street- August 1980 

12. Cats- October 1982 

13. La Cage Aux Folles- August 1983 

14. The Lion King- Novemeber 1997 

15. The Producers- April 2001 


