
Elizabeth Heist                               

Unit Plan Day 2                

Grade 3 

AB Form  

I. Topic: 

 Long term goal: Understanding that verse and refrain form is the same as AB form.  

 Concepts: form 

 Vocabulary:  verse, refrain, AB form 

 

II. Objectives/Standards  

 As a class the students will be able to recognize that the A and B sections of a song correspond 

to the verse and refrain to the teacher’s satisfaction. 

 As a class the students will be able to perform different movements for the A and B sections of 

the so go two by two to the teacher’s satisfaction measured by informal assessment.  

 Individually the students will be able to correctly identify the A and B sections of a song by 

looking at the notated music.  

 In small groups the students will be able to compose a short accompaniment to the song Old 

Dan Tucker to the teacher’s satisfaction as measured by a rubric. 

MENC National Music Standards 

 1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. (PA 9.1)    

 2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music (PA 9.1) 

 4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines. (PA 9.1)    

 5. Reading and notating music (PA 9.1)        

 6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. (PA 9.3, 9.4)     

 7. Evaluating music and music performances. (PA 9.3, 9.4) 

 

III. Teaching Procedures       

 1. Anticipatory Set: Have the students tell you what a verse and refrain is from the previous 

 lesson. Tell students that the songs they are going to learn today are like verse and refrain 

 songs, but they have a different name.        

 2. Development:          

  a. Play the song hop up my ladies and have the students identify the verse and refrain  

  by raising their hand.          

  b. Explain to the students that the verses can be called the A section and the refrain the  

3 min. 

5 min. 

(a-c) 



  B. This form is then called AB form.        

  c. Play the song again and have the students sing during the B section.    

  d. Play the song Ambos a dos (go two by two) for the students and then have them  

  identify the form of the song.         

  e. Play the song again and when the students hear the A section have them play a  

  steady beat on a rhythm instrument and sing during the B section.    

  f. Teach the students 2 different movements. One for the A section and one for the B  

  section.           

  g. Play the song one more time and have the students do the correct movement during  

  each section.           

  h. Have the students identify the form of the music by looking at the notated music.  

  Also have the students say why they are called those sections     

  i. Play the song and have the students sing along.     

  j. Divide the students into small groups. Given specific guidelines have the students  

  compose a 4-8 bar rhythmic accompaniment to the refrain. Have the students notate  

  the rhythmic accompaniment.        

  k. Play the song a few more times and have the students play their rhythmic   

  accompaniments during the refrain.  

  3. Assessment:  

 Informal: The teacher will check to make sure all of the students understand the 

correspondence between verse and refrain and AB form.  

 Informal: The teacher will watch to make sure the students are performing the correct 

movements for the correct sections during the song go two by two. 

 Informal: The teacher will walk around and make sure the students were able to 

correctly identify the AB sections of Old Dan Tucker by looking at the notated music. 

 Formal: Using a rubric the teacher will evaluate the students written down rhythmic 

accompaniments to Old Dan Tucker. 

 4. Closure: 

 Have the students tell you what the A and B sections correspond to. Also have you tell 

the students what make the A and B sections of a piece different.  

 

IV. Materials: 

 Student Textbooks 

 CD 

 CD Player 

 Rhythmic instruments 

 McGraw Hill Share the Music Grade 3 (Pg. 342) 

8 min. (d-g) 

12 min. 

(h-k) 

2 min.  



 Silver Burdett Making Music Grade 3 (Pg. 18, 92) 

 

V. Adaptations/Accommodations 

 When teaching the movements to the song say the movements out loud and physically help the 

students if necessary. Keep the movements easy and safe for the student.  

 When visually identifying the form of Old Dan Tucker play the piece for the student so he can 

aurally identify the form.  

 When composing the rhythmic accompaniment to the refrain of Old Dan Tucker the students 

can help create the rhythms, but have the other students notate it for him.  

 

VI. Evaluation 

 1. Student Evaluations 

 Were all of the students able to understand the correspondence between the verse and 

refrain and AB form? 

 Could all of the students differentiate between the A and B sections of the different 

songs? 

 Were all of the students able to compose a simple rhythmic accompaniment to Old Dan 

Tucker and notate it?  

 2. Teacher Evaluations 

 If I were to teach this lesson again what would I keep the same? What would I do 

differently? 

 What may not have went as well as I would have liked and what could I do to make it go 

more smoothly the next time I teach the lesson? 

 How I could I make this lesson even more interactive for the students? 

 

 

 


