
Elizabeth Heist                                  

Unit Plan Day 3               

Grade 3 

AAB Form 

I.  Topic 

 Long term goal: Understanding more complex forms such as ABA and how it is put together.  

 Concepts: form  

 Vocabulary: form, D.C. al Fine, ABA form 

 

II. Objectives/Standards 

 As a class the students will be able to identify the pattern same-different-same (ABA) both by 

looking at notated music and by listening to the teacher’s satisfaction as measured by informal 

assessment.  

 As a class the students will be able to sing simple songs in ABA form to the teacher’s satisfaction 

as measured by informal assessment. 

 In small groups that students will be able to improvise a 16-beat clapping pattern accompany 

the song round and round we go to the teacher’s satisfaction as measured by a checklist.  

 As a class the students will be able to describe the form of the song Happy Birthday (Indian 

version) in more than one way to the teacher’s satisfaction as measured by informal 

assessment.  

 MENC National Music Standards 

 1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. (PA 9.1)    

 3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. (PA 9.1)    

 6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. (PA 9.3, 9.4)     

 9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture. (PA 9.2) 

 

III. Teaching Procedures 

 1. Anticipatory Set: Start by asking for three student volunteers. Tell one of the students to 

strike  a pose. Then have the next student strike a different pose. Finally have the last students strike 

 the same pose as the first student. Ask the rest of the class what pattern they see (same-

 different-same). Break the students up into groups of three and have them complete this 

 activity so they understand the idea of same-different-same patterns.    

  

3 min.  



2. Development:           

 a. Play the song never smile at a crocodile for the students and have them following along with 

 the notation in their textbooks.          

 b. Ask the students what pattern they see. (Same- different- same)    

 c. Ask the students how they could describe the same-different-same pattern in letters. (ABA) 

 d. Tell the students what D.C. al fine means.       

 e. Divide the class into and A and B group and then sing through the song twice so the groups 

 get to sing each part of the song.        

 f. Play the song around and around we go for the students and tell them to listen to the form of 

 the piece.             

 g. Ask the students what the form of the piece is? (ABA)      

 h. In small groups have the students create a 16 beat pattern.      

 i. Then play the song and have two groups perform their pattern. One for the A section and one 

 for the B section. Play the song as many times as necessary so that all of the groups have a 

 chance to show their rhythmic pattern.         

 j.  Play the Iranian version of Happy Birthday for the students and have them identify the form. 

 (ABA)            

 k. Have the students look at the notation and find another way that you could describe the form 

 of the song using the letters A and B. (AABAA)       

 l. Discuss that this is also a correct way to describe the form because the A section repeats at 

 the beginning and then after the B section you got back to the beginning and sing the A section 

 two more times.           

 3. Assessment:            

 Informal: Teacher will check to make sure that all the students understand the 

correlation between the pattern same-different-same and ABA.  

 Informal: The teacher will watch and listen to make sure all of the students are using 

proper singing technique. 

 Informal: The teacher will make sure all of the students understand why Happy Birthday 

can also be considered to be in AABAA form.  

 Formal: Using a checklist the teacher will evaluate the students 16 beat rhythmic 

patterns to make sure they followed the guidelines and understood the concept.             

4. Closure:  

 Ask the students what a same-different-same pattern can be called. (ABA form) Then 

ask the students if they can think of any songs they know that are in ABA form.  

 

IV. Materials 

 CD  

 CD Player 

 Student Textbooks 

8 min. 

(a-e) 

10 min. 

(f-i) 

6 min. 

(j-l) 



 Silver Burdett Making Music Grade 3 (Pg. 96, 130, 276) 

V. Adaptations/Accommodations 

 When striking poses to create same different same patterns let the student be the one who gets 

to pick the pose. If the students need to imitate somebody else’s pose then tell the student 

what to do and physically help the student if necessary.  

 When the students are looking at written notation for the form of a piece make sure you are 

either describing what the piece looks like to the student or playing it for them.  

 When asking the student what patterns they see in the poses tell the student what the other 

students are doing.  

VI. Evaluation 

 1. Student Evaluations   

 Were all of the students able to understand the correlation between same-

different-same patterns and ABA form? 

 Were all of the students able to understand why Happy Birthday could be called by 

two different forms? 

 Were all of the students able to create a sixteen beat rhythmic patterns according to 

the rhythmic guidelines give to them? 

 2. Teacher Evaluations 

 If I were to teach this lesson again what would I keep the same? What would I do 

differently? 

 What may not have went as well as I would have liked and what could I do to make it go 

more smoothly the next time I teach the lesson? 

 How could I extend this lesson to cover more than one class period? 

 

 


