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Unit Plan Day 4                     

Grade 3 

More fun with Forms 

I. Topic 

 Long term goal: Understanding more complex forms and how to figure out the form of any 

piece of music.  

 Concepts: form 

 Vocabulary: form, AABA form, ABACA form 

 

II. Objectives/Standards 

 As a class the students will be able to identify both by listening and looking at notation which 

sections in the piece are the same and which are different and then put that into letters to the 

teacher’s satisfaction as measured by informal assessment.  

 As a class the students will be able to identify the form of part of the nutcracker by listening and 

following the listening map in their textbook to the teacher’s satisfaction as measured by 

informal assessment.  

 As a class the students will be able to sing a simple song in AABA form to the teacher’s 

satisfaction as measured by informal assessment. 

 In groups the students will be able to identify the form of an ABACA piece by using pictures to 

100% accuracy. 

MENC National Music Standards 

 1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. (PA 9.1)    

 2. Performing on instruments, alone and wit others, a varied repertoire of music. (PA 9.1) 

 6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music (PA 9.3, 9.4)     

 7. Evaluating music and music performances. (PA 9.3, 9.4) 

 

III. Teaching Procedures 

 1. Anticipatory set: Review with the students the different forms we have learned so far (verse 

 and refrain, AB, and ABA). Also review how those forms are similar and how they differ.   

 2. Development:           

  a. Have the students look at the notation for Railroad Corral and then play the piece. 

  b. Have the students list what they see or hear that is the same.  

3 min.  

8 min. 

(a-d) 



  c. Based on what they say is the same and different have them decide on the form of  

  the piece using letters. (AABA)        

  d. Have the students sing along with the recording to help them better understand the  

  form of the piece and what sections are the same and which are different.   

  e. Have the students listen to Trepak from the Nutcracker and follow the listening map  

  in their textbook.          

  f. After listening to the piece have the students identify the form of the piece. (AABA) 

  g. Discuss with the students the similarities and differences of each section.  

   h. Have the students look at the notation of Bananas and Cream in their textbooks.  

  i. Tell the students to use the pictures on the next page to help them decide on the form 

  of the piece. Have the students circle their answer in their book.    

  j. Divide the students into three groups (A, B and C). Give each group a different   

  instruction such as A- speak, B- claps, C- plays on rhythm instruments.   

  k. Perform the song with each group doing what they were told. Repeat a few times so  

  they students get a chance to play the different sections of the piece.     

 3. Assessment:            

 Informal: The teacher will check to make sure the students can notate the form of 

Railroad Coral by seeing what parts of the songs are the same and which are different.  

 Informal: As the students are listening to the Nutcracker the teacher will walk around to 

make sure the students are able to follow along on their listening map.    

 Informal:  When the students are singing the teacher will listen to make sure all of the 

students are using proper singing techniques. 

 Formal: The teacher will check the students answer to the form of Bananas and cream 

to see whether they understand the concept of form.       

 4. Closure: 

 Review the idea of AABA and ABACA form with the students. Ask the students if they 

know any songs that are written in either of those forms.  

 

IV. Materials:  

 CD  

 CD Player 

 Student textbooks 

 Silver Burdett Making Music Grade 3 (Pg. 170, 206, 272) 

 

 

8 min.     

( d-g) 

9 min. 

(h-k) 



V. Adaptations/Accommodations: 

 When having the students look at written notation to indentify the form play the piece for the 

student. You could also read the rhythm to the student so he can hear the differences. 

 When using the listening map and pictures to decide the form if possible have something in 

Braille for the student. If not verbalize to the student the different sections that he is hearing.   

 

VI. Evaluation  

 1. Student Evaluations 

 Were all of the students able to identify which sections in Railroad corral were the same 

and which were different? Could they also turn that into a form? 

 Were all of the students able to following the listening map for the nutcracker and see 

the differences in the sections? 

 Could all of the students determine the form of the piece Bananas and Cream by using 

the pictures given in the student textbook? 

 2. Teacher Evaluations 

 If I were to teach this lesson again what would I keep the same? What would I do 

differently? 

 What may not have went as well as I would have liked and what could I do to make it go 

more smoothly the next time I teach the lesson? 

 How could I incorporate melodic or Orff instruments into this lesson? 

 

 

 

 

  


